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Beached whales could provide insight into species
Beaked whales, which typically prefer deep and cold water, are considered one of the most poorly
known type
By Ihosvani Rodriguez
South Florida Sun Sentinel
7:22 PM EDT, August 10, 2009
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As scientists try to figure out what caused a rare beaked whale and
her calf to become beached in the sands of Hollywood on Monday,
some believe the incident could shed much-needed insight into the
mysterious marine mammal.
Beaked whales, which typically prefer deep and cold water, are one
of the lesser known type of whale within scientific circles because of
their remote habitat, said Edward O. Keith, an associate professor
with Nova Southeastern University's Oceanographic Center.
"Depending on what type of beaked whale this is, this could prove
very interesting because it will definitely expand our knowledge into
the species," he said.
Connie Barclay, a Washington, D.C.-based spokeswoman for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, said there may
be at least 20 different species of beaked whales with vastly
different characteristics and behavior.

It was not clear Monday what species the mother and calf belonged to.
The Smithsonian Institution lists 21 species of beaked whales that fall within six different genera. The mammals,
distinguished mainly by their long beak-like noses similar to dolphins, are known also for being able to dive for as
long as 30 minutes.
Keith, who was not involved in Monday's rescue, said it's extremely rare to see a beaked whale strand itself in
Florida. But it's not completely unheard of.
A Gervais' beaked whale stranded itself last year in the shallow waters behind a home in Islamorada in the Keys.
The whale was euthanized but not before U.S. Navy audiologists conducted hearing and blood tests to determine
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what brought it there.
The Navy wanted to study the effects of submarine sonar on marine mammals. Tests concluded that the whale
had a nonfunctioning liver and failed kidneys.
In 2004, another Gervais' beaked whale stranded itself on the beach of St. Lucie Inlet State Preserve, after the
juvenile was separated from its mother.
Most whale experts said Monday that beaked whales do fare poorly in captivity, and there are no facilities available
for them.
Keith said there are countless reasons why any whale may beach itself. "That's been the biggest mystery of over
2,000 years," he said.
Besides illness, other factors include becoming disoriented while chasing food, or being chased by larger whales,
Barclay said.
The state's more abundant pilot whale, a relative of the dolphin, is the most commonly beached whale in Florida.
Barclay said NOAA, which responds to about two beached whales per year in South Florida, keeps in touch with
the U.S. Navy. However, it had no information on whether the Navy was conducting any submarine sonar
operations in the area that could have interfered with the whales.
Staff researcher Barbara Hijek contributed to this report. Staff Writer Ihosvani Rodriguez can be reached at
ijrodriguez@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4605.
Copyright © 2009, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Related stories
From other South Florida sources
• Mother whale, calf beached on Hollywood beach | miamiherald.com
• Whales Stranded Off Hollywood Beach | justnews.com
• Effort to save stranded whales futile | miamiherald.com

E-mail

Print

Digg

Twitter

Facebook

StumbleUpon

Share

COMMENTS (0) | Add Comment

Summer is almost over. Click here for everything you need to get the kids back to school.
UM Practice

Paula Abdul

Back To School

• See this year's 'Canes team

• Top pics through the years

• Registration info, lunch recipes

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/hollywood/sfl-beaked-whales-bn081009,0,222... 8/11/2009

Beaked whales: Beached mother, calf in Hollywood could give scientists insight into spec... Page 3 of 3

Ways to get us

Personalities

Diversions

Services

Re

Digital Edition
Facebook
Make us your home page
Mobile services
Newsletters/Alerts
RSS feeds
Twitter

Harriet Johnson Brackey
Dave Hyde
Ken Kaye
Chan Lowe
Michael Mayo
Ethan Skolnick
Daniel Vasquez
Rod Hagwood
Tom Jicha

Ask Amy
Brain games
Cartoons
Celebrity news
Horoscopes
Odd news
Sudoku
Uncle Jay explains

Archives
Buy back issue
Buy photos
Buy tickets
Customize TV listings
Dining Deals: 50% off
Newspaper boxes
Sell our paper
Subscriber services
Teacher resources
Work at Sun-Sentinel

Hurr
Rest

Multimedia
Graphics
Video

Re
City
El S
Jew
Metr
S.F.
Teen

Terms of Service Privacy Policy Advertise with us Subscriptions Paid Arch
Baltimore Sun Chicago Tribune Daily Press Hartford Courant LA Times
Sun Sentinel, 200 E. Las Olas Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

A Tribune Web site

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/hollywood/sfl-beaked-whales-bn081009,0,222... 8/11/2009

