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CAPITOLA — New Brighton resident Cynthia Frank
has temporarily banned her children from playing at
New Brighton State Beach after several encounters
with dead marine mammals on the beach this week,
including a decapitated sea lion.
Frank watched State Parks rangers bury their sixth
sea lion Friday morning using a John Deere tractor,
and was told that a bottle-nosed dolphin was
reported to be found dead earlier in the day.
"I watched the influx of dead birds to the point
where I counted 49 dead birds in one day and now
I'm seeing more and more dead sea lions," Frank
said. "It's like a cemetery. I watch families and kids
come down the stairs with their big shovels and I
imagine them digging up these dead sea lions. It
would be traumatizing."
According to Kevin Best, Pajaro Coast Sector
supervising park ranger, the burial of the six sea
lions is the first burial of dead marine mammals they
have had this year, and it only occurred because
locals complained of the smell of the decomposing
sea lions.
"Usually we let them lay where they are but because
we received so many complaints of the smell we
decided to bury them," Best said. "We typically bury
them about 8 feet deep so I don't believe anyone will
dig them up."
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Best said the six sea lions were buried along the
two-and-a-half mile stretch of beach, one spaced
out about every quarter mile. The sea lions had
accumulated over the past month, which is about
normal for this time of year, Best said.
But Teri Sigler at Long Marine Lab said there are
more dead sea lions this year, the majority of which
are young animals.
"We are getting lots of young animals this year,
which is really unusual," Sigler said. The source,
she added, has mainly been linked to starvation. "We
also see an increase in numbers because it is the
summer. There are more animals on the beach and
lots of people on the beach to report injured or
dead animals."
Residents questioned how much the commercial
fishermen seen offshore are affecting the well-being
of the marine mammals.
Sigler said she did not know whether their presence
has had an impact on the sea lions food supply but
that their presence is a strong one.
The commercial fishermen seen circling close to
shore have a small window to catch a federal limit of
55,000 tons of sardines during a season that began
July 1.
While Fish and Game does not limit the proximity to
shore that boats can go, State Parks prohibits
vessels from being within 1,000 feet of shore, Best
said.
Since spring, the Marine Mammal Center in Moss
Landing has rescued nearly triple the number of sea
lions than during the same period last year.
Jim Oswald, spokesman for the center, said that
during the month of June, the center responded to
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400 reports of stranded sea lions.
"We have rescued over 900 animals just this year,
which includes all species, but most of them are sea
lions," Oswald said. "No matter what the region, they
are coming in with fishing hooks attached to them
or are entangled in fishing line. What that tells us is
that animals in quest for food are basically going
toward bait because there is little to no food out
there."
Despite the increase in deaths, there are some
success stories, Oswald pointed out.
Today the Marine Mammal Center will be releasing
six sea lions back into the wild, including Fruitvale,
a sea lion that was discovered roaming Interstate
880 in Oakland on June 22.
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